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Proyecto Final del 
Pretérito y el Imperfecto
Las Noticias del Momento

Objective:  Students will produce a Spanish-language news program which demonstrates what they have learned about the past tense uses and forms and integrates recent disaster and accident vocabulary.  

Due Date:  Tuesday, May 7th – two weeks and two weekends from today.
Rough draft due Tuesday, April 30th. If your group does not turn in a readable, length-appropriate rough draft this day your final project will drop one letter grade. We will peer edit rough drafts on the 30th. 
Project Description:  You will work in a group of 3 to write a script for a television newscast which reports on a natural disaster and an accident including Chapter 5A and 5B vocabulary.  You must use regular and irregular preterite and the imperfect verbs and include information about: 

· Where, when, and how the natural disaster and accident happened

· Who was hurt and how

· Who intervened to help (hero/heroine)

 You will then record your newscast. You may NOT read your script, since this project is in part an assessment of your ability to communicate using the past tense, not your ability to read.  You must speak directly into the camera or to interviewer/interviewee. 
You must include at least one interview of a witness of the disaster or accident, footage of the disaster or accident (acted out or you can use real news footage or pictures). 
The finished project should be an engaging edited newscast with smooth transitions and be a minimum of 3 minutes and maximum of 5 minutes. All team members must have roughly equal speaking parts. 

Scenarios:  You can report about any type of natural disaster or accident but keep your videos violence- and drug-free (no murders, no blood).  Your group can either act out the scenes or find real news footage to include in the video. 

Project grade:  This project will count as a test.  Your grade will be based on your use of the past tenses, the amount of target vocabulary you integrate, and on your pronunciation. Consult your rubric as you plan this project.
Creating Your Video:  Your newscast needs a title, coverage on a natural disaster and an accident, and an interview. Make it interesting with music, voiceovers, transitions and more. You can use your phone to record your scenes and edit the video with one of the many video editing apps or you could use software such as iMovie or Windows Movie Maker on the computer. Provide a copy of your project on a flash drive or email it to hansonespanol@gmail.com.  
Recommendation: Lumify: Pro Video Editor available free on iPhone - manually trim scenes, add music, voiceovers, sound effects or dub over original audio, add titles and photos, zoom and crop videos and more. Allows you to email final product. You DON’T NEED TO SIGN INTO FACEBOOK TO USE. 
Lumify Tutorial                Download the App
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Helpful and Important Information:  
· Keep in mind that you must include both preterite and imperfect.  Therefore, when writing your script, you should consider the different uses of these tenses and try to think of how you might integrate them.

· A newscast is not only in the past tense.  Reporters may begin with a sentence like, “I’m standing here at the scene of ...” Keep in mind which tense is appropriate in each situation.
· Choose a story which will allow you to include lots of descriptive detail and lots of action.  Also remember that you are reporting on what has already happened. 
· Try to use a straight-forward style.  Remember that you still do not know how to say things like "would have been" or "had been robbing" in Spanish.  Instead, write the sentence to use "was" or "robbed" or “had robbed.”
· Allow time for technical problems.  DON’T wait until the last night before the due date.  You know who you are.
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Do not attempt to use a translator.  Translators miss nuances that will be obvious to your teacher.  Do not use native speakers to do your translation for you – if it is not your work, it is academically dishonest to present it as such.  Any student using a translator will receive a zero on the project and a referral for cheating.
