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Las Posadas
Las Posadas is a nine- day celebration based on the nine months that María was pregnant with Jesús. Its origins are from Spain and is now celebrated chiefly in Mexico, Guatemala and parts of Southwestern United States, beginning December 16 and ending December 24. Posada means “lodging” or “accommodation” and is said in plural because it is celebrated more than one day. The posadas re-enacts María and José's cold and difficult journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem in search of shelter. 

Traditionally, a party is held each night in a neighborhood home. At dusk, guests gather outside the house with children dressed as shepherds, angels and María and José. Sometimes they might even have a real donkey. For some they carry figures of María and José rather than dressing up. Also, they carry lighted candles. 
The "pilgrims" sing a song asking for shelter (pedir posada), and the hosts sing a reply, finally opening the doors to the guests and they are invited in for traditional festive foods such as hot ponche, buñuelos, and steaming hot tamales. They also sing Christmas carols (villancicos) and children break open a star-shaped piñata. 
Celebración

On Friday, Dec 13th (A day) and Monday, Dec 16th (B day), we will be celebrating Las Posadas. Bring either a prop/costume for procession for 2 pts extra credit on Speaking 6 week Exam (.5% of total 6 week grade) or food for our fiesta for 6pts extra credit on Speaking 6 week exam (1.5% of total 6 week grade) OR BOTH for 8pts extra credit on 6 week exam (2% of total 6 week grade).
Para La Procesión  (2 pts extra credit on Speaking 6 wk exam =.5% 6 week grade)
Bring one of the following

1) Disfraces (Costumes) – dress up as a shepherd, an angel, María or José

2) Figuras (Figures) – bring a figure of María and José to carry

3) Velas (Candles) – bring a fake candle to carry during the procession
4) Paper plates, utensils, napkins, Styrofoam cups (only one person each class can sign up for this)
Para La Fiesta (6 pts extra credit on Speaking 6 wk exam =1.5% 6 week grade)
Bring a food or drink traditionally consumed at a Posadas/Navidad celebration. We will enjoy the feast after our procession. Here are some suggestions or if you find one, ask permission first. Sign up ASAP because once someone has signed up for something, you can’t!
1) Ponche Navideño (Hot Apple Cider Punch)
2) Buñuelos (Mexican Fritters)
3) Tamales - sweet or savory
4)  Champurrado (Hot Chocolate Masa beverage)
5) Churros
6) Galletas de Navidad
Here is a list of additional recipes that you can make. No guacamole, salsa, queso or chips. http://recuerdosdelafamiliamiles.blogspot.com/2012/08/posada-recipes_14.html
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