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A misunderstood holiday
Cinco de Mayo may be the most familiar yet misunderstood Latino holiday. Many assume that May 5th is celebrating Mexico’s independence from Spain, but as we learned in September, Mexico’s Independence Day is September 16th because in the evening of September 15th, 1810 Father Miguel Hidalgo rang the church bell and rallied Mexicans to fight by crying ¡Viva la Independencia! ¡Viva México! It took Mexico 11 years before gaining their independence from Spain. 
So what does Cinco de Mayo celebrate?
Cinco de Mayo celebrates a battle in 1862 when General Ignacio Zaragoza successfully led his small Mexican force of 4,000 men against twice as many French soldiers in the city of Puebla. The victory at Puebla did not end the French invasion, but to many it marked the beginning of the end of foreign control of Mexico. France did take control of Mexico City and installed Maximilian as the ruler of Mexico which lasted for 5 years. The United States began providing more political and military assistance to Mexico to expel the French and in 1867, France’s occupation in Mexico had finally ended.  Despite the eventual French invasion of Mexico City that had occurred, Cinco de Mayo remembers the battle in Puebla as an example of determination, courage, and ingenuity against overwhelming odds. 
The holiday is more of a regional holiday in Mexico and celebrated most vigorously in the state of Puebla and in Mexico City. It is widely celebrated in the U.S. as a holiday to celebrate the culture and experiences of Mexican Americans.
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Cascarones 
We will be celebrating Cinco de Mayo in class with cascarones and cultural food. You will be making cascarones on ______________.  You will break your cascarones and bring a traditional Mexican food to share with the class on Cinco de Mayo.

What are cascarones? 
Cascarones are eggs that have been hollowed out and are filled with confetti. Cascarones are used at many Mexican fiestas in towns and cities all over the nation, as people enjoy playfully cracking the eggs over one another's heads, unleashing showers of confetti.  

What you need to bring on or before __________: 
THREE hollowed out eggs. We will go over how to hollow out the eggs in class. Please be sure to thoroughly wash your eggs out with soap and let dry; otherwise they will smell! 

What to bring on May 5th: 
A traditional Mexican food item. Ideally it would be something that does not need to be microwaved as I will only have one available and we want time to enjoy our food after breaking our cascarones rather than waiting around to heat up food!   If you bring something that needs to be served warm, bring it in a heating element (i.e. crockpot) as we will not really have the time to heat up food. Be thinking about what you would like to bring! 

CINCO DE MAYO FIESTA
Yes, we will be having a food day in class!

You can only one of the following options (NOT both!)

#1) “Don’t Count” 2 Test questions for Quarter 4 Test for anyone who makes any traditional Mexican food (since after all, we celebrate Cinco de Mayo to celebrate the culture and experiences of Mexican Americans!) I have several recipes printed off if you would like to take a look or you can find many on the internet. Some ideas include: arroz con leche, enchiladas, pastel de tres leches, biscohcitos (Mexican wedding cookies). Check with me if you’re not sure.  Be prepared to explain what your food is to the class!

 #2) “Don’t Count” 1 Test question on Quarter 4 Test for anyone who brings serving items (paper towels, paper plates, plastic silverware) to class!  

Yes, you and a friend may make a dish together.  Provide me with PROOF you did it together (note/email from Mom, picture of you cooking ().  They can be from another one of my classes, as long as you both have food to share with your class.

Cut your food up into BITE SIZED PIECES.  We will have plenty of food.  Cut food up into small bites, so everyone who wants to try can.

On Thursday (5 de mayo) morning you can bring your food to my room in tutorials.  I will have places to keep it.  If your food needs to be refrigerated I can store a fridge or you can bring a small ice chest to school.  If Mom wants to bring it to school before your class period, that’s fine too.  I do not really have re-heating capabilities – (just one little microwave) so it is best you can bring it in a crockpot or something. 
Everyone is responsible for bringing his or her own WATER (no other drinks please).

You are not allowed to make you parents take you to HEB the night before!  Plan ahead ( 

I am going to bring 

_______________________________________________



This is worth 1 daily grade!











