Introduction to 36 year Guatemalan Civil War

1) Show Cuando las Montanas Tiemblan   http://vimeo.com/42778473
 
· Translate for students every portion that Rigoberta Menchú speaks (these portions have no subtitles or translations and she speaks of unspeakable things that happened)
· At 15:30   - pause and explain that the ladinos (mix of Mayan and Spanish) and Mayans joined together to protest about the poor working conditions
· At  18:23- pause and explain that the scenes showed where the ladinos in the city who were protesting working conditions by being part of work unions, etc and then the military also went into the mountains to the Mayan people (then translate Rigoberta as she shares)
· At 24:26, jumped to 25:42 (long scene of procession that drags on – told students military was in the villages of Mayan people)
· At 30:56 skip to 33:58 (Translate that the evangelical conservative churches came as well, skip the long scene of them singing and a message from pastor)
· At 42:20 skip to 49:52 ( this portion is of poor Guatemalans talking about what is happening and a short clip of Ríos Montt talking, skip at 42:20 after the man described the poor situation)

· Starting at this clip 49:52, explain that they are talking about organizing themselves to fight back, that all ladinos and indígenas have rights and can live in peace
· At 52:07 skip to 55:09 (it continues to show the soldiers in training

· From 55:09-58:55 You will need to translate the entire conversation but it is a good convo to see that the military is coming in and kidnapping, killing, raping, etc. and then blaming it on the guerillas but they are saying that no it is the military

· At 55:09 skip to 1:09:00 (During this segment the group continued to talk about problems, a clip from Ríos Montt, Mayan woman talks to group of women to empower them, etc) 
· At 1:09 – Reagan   - Share a little bit about the following
· Ríos Montt was trained at the U.S. Army’s School of The Americas; the Guatemalan government and Army received funding, military training, weapons, and essential equipment such as helicopters directly from the U.S. (and through our allies: Israel and Taiwan, among others). President Ronald Reagan was a staunch ally of Ríos Montt, even as other lawmakers in Congress and the Senate raised concerns about reports of human rights abuses against indigenous populations. In arguing for more military aid for Guatemala, Reagan once famously said at a 1982 press conference in Honduras that the General had received “a bum rap” on human rights.
· At 1:11:01 skip to 1:11:48 
· Stop documentary at 1:16:20 – Share with students: these are the types of things (massacres) that was happening during Ríos Montt time (1982-1983), now let’s jump to the present day and see this PBS clip that talks about the current trial to have Ríos be charged for mass genocide. 
2) Briefly discuss who Ríos Montt is by discussing some items below prior to showing next video clip (the PBS video covers much of this)
· Ríos Montt is best known outside Guatemala for being tried for heading a military regime (1982–1983) that was partly responsible for having defeated the guerrillas through the "guns and beans" campaign, maintaining "If you are with us, we’ll feed you, if not, we’ll kill you".[6] Guatemala's 36-year civil war ended with the signing of a peace treaty in 1996. The civil war pitted Marxist rebels against the Guatemalan state, including the army, with huge numbers of civilians, both indigenous Mayas and mestizo Ladinos, caught in the crossfire. Up to 200,000 Guatemalans were killed and missing during the conflict, making it one of Latin America's most violent wars in modern history.
· Indigenous Mayas suffered disproportionately during Ríos Montt's rule, and it is documented that his government deliberately targeted thousands of indigenous people since many were suspected of harboring sympathies for, supporting, or participating in the guerrilla movement. Under the Cold War-era strategy of containment the Guatemalan state sought to eliminate the spread of communism inside its borders. The UN-backed Historical Clarification Commission found that the resulting counterinsurgency campaign, significantly designed and advanced during Ríos Montt's presidency, included deliberate "acts of genocide" against the indigenous population.[7]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Efra%C3%ADn_R%C3%ADos_Montt" \l "cite_note-8" [8]
3) Watch first 9 min 48 seconds of from Guatemalan Soil, Unearthing Evidence of Genocide   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dOIJ1-7LDQs
4) After watching the clip share with students: 

· On 28 January 2013, judge Miguel Angel Galves opened a pre-trial hearing against Rios Montt and retired General José Mauricio Rodríguez Sánchez for genocide and crimes against humanity.[9] On 10 May 2013, Ríos Montt was convicted of genocide and crimes against humanity, and was sentenced to 80 years imprisonment.[10] On 20 May 2013, the Constitutional Court of Guatemala overturned the conviction.[11]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Efra%C3%ADn_R%C3%ADos_Montt" \l "cite_note-Guardian-12" [12]  Officials have said that Ríos Montt's trial will resume in January 2015.[56]
· Two recent developments in the case’s protracted legal maneuvering cast further doubt on Guatemala's political will to reconcile with its bloody past. Originally scheduled to resume in April 2014, the trial was postponed again until January 2015, due allegedly to the court's busy docket.
More info about case: http://america.aljazeera.com/opinions/2013/11/rios-montt-guatemalagenocidetrial.html
Ríos Montt, who was in power for 17 months in 1982-83 and was backed by the United States under President Ronald Reagan, presided over the bloodiest period of Guatemala's 36-year internal conflict, during which more than 200,000 people were killed, 50,000 disappeared, and hundreds of thousands more displaced, raped, tortured and starved. During his trial for the deaths of 1,771 Ixil — a Mayan people indigenous to Guatemala — the harrowing testimony of survivors, sociologists, and military and forensic experts revealed the unspeakable suffering unleashed by the dictator's savage counterinsurgency strategy
 
More info: 
 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/science-jan-june13-guatemala_05-08/
 
