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Project Title:   FVR in Spanish

Name of Applicant(s)

Signature of Applicant(s)


Desiree Hanson



School(s)
Dripping Springs Middle School      

Grade(s)
7th & 8th grade
(list each grade level)
Subject(s) 
Spanish
Number of Students 250
Amount of Grant
$631.89
Primary target population to be served:


_X__ Students (target group: Spanish language learners)


___ Parents



___ Teachers

Implementation dates:   Beginning the school year 2010-2011 and continuing following 

     school years
Signature of CLT Chairperson
____

Date 


Signature of Principal



_______Date 


Signature of Director of Instructional Technology*

 Date  


*  Required when funds will be used to purchase technology and/or media equipment.

Signature of Director of Facilities* _______________
Date  

*  Required when funds will be used for construction or maintenance.

	Abstract (no more than 100 words)

Dr. Stephen Krashen argues that Free Voluntary Reading (FVR) programs are a very effective way of building fluency in a language. In order to acquire Spanish through the written word, students need to read, not by force, but by access to a choice of interesting reading materials in Spanish. I would like to create a Spanish-language library for the Spanish classroom so that students have the opportunity to read books and magazines of their choice during free reading. This plan is designed to foster an appreciation for reading in the students’ second language.  
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Project Title: FVR in Spanish 

Grade(s) 7th & 8th grade 

Subject(s) Spanish            Number of Students 250
   (List each grade level) 

CHECK ONE:
This project is:

          X new to the district
  X new to my campus
   ( new to me.  

CHECK ONE:
Have you received funds for this project from DSISD previously?
 

( Yes   X No  

DIRECTIONS: 
Please provide a summary for each area listed below.  Do not include your name or the name of your campus below or as part of the project title.  
	Need:  (Describe the area of student achievement you wish to address and give any data that supports the need. Please include how this grant addresses district and campus goals.)
Dr. Stephen Krashen, a professor of education at the University of Southern California and an expert in the field of language acquisition, has published numerous studies describing the effect of free and voluntary reading programs in first and second language acquisition, most of which are detailed in his book, The Power of Reading.  He argues that Free Voluntary Reading (FVR) programs are a very effective way of building fluency in a language. It is a source of vocabulary and spelling development as well as helps students understand sophisticated phrases. 
In order to acquire Spanish through the written word, students need to read, not by force, but by access to a choice of interesting reading materials in Spanish. They don’t all have to be reading the same thing at the same time.  Many teachers have noticed the benefits of FVR in the target language. One teacher noticed that the essays that the students wrote for the final exam were longer than previous years (before she implemented FVR) and the essays included complex grammatical structures and verb tenses as well as impressive vocabulary that was of high interest to the students. They were including words that were not taught by the teacher but were words they had latched on to through their individual reading time.
FVR helps students become more like the district’s portrait of a graduate. They become lifelong learners who continuously seek knowledge and information in Spanish and accomplished communicators who possess and effectively use their Spanish listening, speaking, writing, and reading skills. Also, the FVR will encourage students to expand their talent in Spanish which is a focus of the campus. 


	Objectives: (State measurable objectives in terms of student behavior or performance.)

The objectives for FVR in Spanish are based on the National Foreign Language Standards and the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills. The standards that this will focus on are Communication, Comparisons and Communities.  
Standard 1: Communication

Objective: Students will be able to understand and interpret written language on a variety of topics.

Standard 4: Comparisons

Objective: Students will be able to demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparisons of the language studied and their own.

Standard 5: Communities

Objective: Students will use the language both within and beyond the school setting and show evidence of becoming life-long learners by using the language for personal enjoyment and enrichment.



	Description of Proposed Project/Activity: (Describe what you want to do with the grant funds.   List activities and timeline.  How is it innovative?)

I would like to create a Spanish-language library for the Spanish classroom so that students have the opportunity to read books of their choice during class.  By providing a wide selection of books geared toward the interests of students, I feel that our students would begin to acquire much more Spanish through reading. I have already begun to establish a regular reading program once every other week with my limited amount of Spanish magazines and Spanish children’s books. The library collection will be housed on a mobile library cart so that it can moved between other classrooms so all classes in the department can benefit. Also, books will be grouped in levels with colored stickers on the spine to indicate the levels ranging from early beginner to advanced. This will facilitate students in choosing a book not only of interest to them but also at a level comprehensible to them. I will incorporate Free Voluntary Reading every week during which students may choose a book or magazine to read.  Also, one day per week I will read a Spanish children’s book to the students with discussion in Spanish. This plan is innovative because it is designed to foster an appreciation for reading in the students’ second language.  I am seeking to provide them with reading material that is interesting enough that they will become life-long learners by using Spanish and reading in Spanish for personal enjoyment. 


	Evaluation Strategy: (Describe how you will know if your objectives are met.  How will you share your program’s successes with your peers?)

In order to ensure that students are understanding and interpreting written language (Communication) and comparing the target language with their own (Comparisons), I will periodically ask students to write in a reading log to document what they are reading, Spanish words they recognize and any new words they learned while reading. I will continue to do freewrites every two weeks and will encourage students to write about what they read and/or create their own stories. I will encourage them to include any of the new words they have been learning during their FVR. As students show interest in the reading materials and begin incorporating the storylines, vocabulary and grammar for personal enjoyment, students will be becoming lifelong learners (Communities). These types of evaluations will allow me to see the effectiveness of this program.  
I will share the success of the program to my peers in staff meetings and share any materials I create and insights I gain while implementing this program. Also, since I am requesting to purchase a mobile library cart in which the books will be stored, the library will be a mobile Spanish library where other teachers in the department can use the books in their classroom and their students can take part in Free Voluntary Reading. 


	Partners: (Identify any school and/or community partners involved in the project and their respective roles.)
Currently there are no school or community partners that will be involved in the project; however, I am considering some ideas for the future. I have thought about extending the enjoyment of reading in Spanish to elementary aged students here in our district. I have just begun to think about the possibility of having my students read to elementary students. Right now, this is just an idea and after the Spanish language library and FVR become established, I plan to look into this idea and see if a partnership like this could be possible.  


	Sustainability: (If funded, how will you continue the program/project in the future?  What will be the recurring costs?  How will this program/project be funded in the future?)
Once funded and the Spanish library is established, I plan to continue the program by using the same reading materials in subsequent years. In order to maintain reading materials of high interest to students, I will purchase a few books each year with our department’s limited budget to add to the library collection. 



BUDGET

DIRECTIONS: Note the budget distribution for each category.  Be specific.

	Budget Items
	Amount
	Vendor
	Budget Code

Business Office Use

	Supplies (please list)


	
	
	

	There are several new & used versions of the many of the following books sold by trusted sellers through Barnes & Noble website that are less expensive. The prices below are if bought new from B&N rather than one of their trusted sellers. If it is okay that I purchase from one of these trusted sellers via B&N website, I will do so in order to get books for less when possible. If a book is not available at time of purchase, I will purchase a similar book. 

	¿Eres tú mi mamá? (Are You My Mother?) by P.D. Eastman

	$4.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Huevos verdes con jamón (Green Eggs and Ham) by Dr. Seuss, Aida E. Marcuse

	$9.95
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Un pez, dos peces, pez rojo, pez azul by Dr. Seuss, Dr. Suess, Yanitzia Canetti
	$8.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	¡Cómo el Grinch robó la Navidad! (How the Grinch Stole Christmas) by Dr. Seuss, Yanitzia James Canetti 
	$10.80
	Barnes & Noble


	

	El Autobús Mágico Se Salpica Todo: Un Libro Sobre El Ciclo Del Agua by Joanne Cole
	$3.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Dinosaurios al atardecer (Dinosaurs Before Dark: Magic Tree House Series #1) by Mary Pope Osborne,
	$4.95
	Barnes & Noble


	

	El caballero del alba (The Knight at Dawn: Magic Tree House Series #2) by Mary Pope Osborne
	$4.95
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Una momia al amanecer (Mummies in the Morning) by Mary Pope Osborne
	$4.95
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Piratas despues del mediodia (Pirates Past Noon: Magic Tree House Series #4) by Mary Pope Osborne
	$4.95
	Barnes & Noble


	

	La quinceanera (The Birthday Dance Party) (Dora la exploradora Series) by Alison Inches
	$3.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Dora salva el Reino de Cristal (Dora la Exploradora Series) by Molly Reisner 
	$3.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	1001 cosas que buscar en el mar by Katie Daynes


	$6.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	1001 Cosas Que Buscar en el País de las Hadas by Gillian Doherty

	$9.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Clifford: El dia de la tormenta (The Stormy Day) by Kimberly Weinberger
	$3.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Clifford: El dolor de barriga (Tummy Trouble) by Bridwell
	$3.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Junie B. Jones duerme en una mansion (Junie B. Jones is a Party Animal) by Barbara Park
	$4.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Junie B. Jones tiene un monstruo debajo de la cama (Junie B. Jones Has a Monster Under Her Bed) by Barbara Park
	$3.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Crepúsculo (Twilight) by Stephenie Meyer
(Paperback - Movie Tie-in, Spanish-language Edition)

	$8.79
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Scooby-Doo y el barco hundido (Scooby-Doo & the Sunken Ship) by James Gelsey
	$3.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Star Wars: La Guerra De Los Clones Adventuras, Volume 1 (Star Wars: Clone Wars Adventures, Volume 1) by Haden Blackman
	$6.95
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Harry Potter y la piedra filosofal (Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone) (Harry Potter #1), Vol. 1 
	$9.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Harry Potter y la cámara secreta (Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets) (Harry Potter #2) by J. K. Rowling
	$9.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	The following are books that no longer have a new copy from Barnes & Noble but are sold by Barnes & Noble’s trusted sellers through their website.

	Estrella de Futbol 6 - Elige Tu Propia Aventura by Edward Packard

	$12.80
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Terror En El Titanic - Elige Tu Propia Aventura by Jim Wallace

	$12.86
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Elige Disney - Magica Aventura Cenicienta by Walt Disney

	$6.54
	Barnes & Noble


	

	El Anillo Del Mago (Elige Tu Aventura) by Carol Gaskin

	$11.27
	Barnes & Noble


	

	Veo : Un Libro de Adivinanzas (I Spy)  by Jean Marzollo, Walter Wick
	$13.97
	Barnes & Noble


	

	El autobus mágico en el cuerpo humano (The Magic School Bus Inside the Human Body) by Joanna Cole
	$1.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	1001 Cosas Que Buscar En El Pasado (1001 Things to Spot Long Ago) by Usborne Books
	$1.99
	Barnes & Noble


	

	1001 Cosa Que Buscar En Pueblos y Ciudades by Usborne Books
	$5.36
	Barnes & Noble


	

	DEMCO Pre-laminated ½” stars (to indicate book level for students) 6 different colors (P807461)
	$29.04 for 6 colors
	DEMCO
	

	DEMCO Open Front File Cases 
	$20.94 for 6
	DEMCO
	

	Equipment


	
	
	

	DEMCO LibraryQuiet Sloping-shelf End-of-Range Booktruck (YA808652)

	$234.99
	DEMCO
	

	DEMCO Book Support for Booktruck (YA139-4083)
	$139.99
	DEMCO
	

	TOTAL


	$631.89
	
	























