NOMBRE: _________________________________

Periodo: __________

Día de la Independencia

El Día de la Independencia occurs in September for many of the Spanish – speaking countries in the Americas. Mexico celebrates on September 15 and 16, with the Grito de la Independencia, music, fireworks, and parades. The first Grito occurred at dawn on September 16, 1810, when Padre Miguel Hidalgo de Costilla called to the people of Dolores, Mexico to rise up against the Spanish crown. That rebellion led to the Mexican War of Independence. The people fought for eleven years before they finally won their freedom.  Now, on the night of September 15th, the president of Mexico commemorates el Grito by ringing a bell, proclaiming ¡Viva México! and waving the Mexican flag from a balcony above the Zócalo. 

Just two days later, on September 18, 1810, Chile declared its independence from Spain. Today Chile celebrates the date during a week of fiestas patrias that include parades, rodeos, dance competitions, and special foods. 

Eleven years later, on September 15, 1821, a large part of Central America also proclaimed its independence from Spain, becoming El Salvador, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Costa Rica, and Honduras. These countries celebrate their independence on the 14 and 15 with a focus on students: parades, assemblies, and sports competitions. El recorrido de la antorcha is a tradition where runners carry a flaming torch through Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala and Costa Rica. This is a reenactment of the messengers who brought the word of independence to the various Central American provinces belonging to Spain. It took the message bearers a month to bring the word of independence through the jungles of Central America. 
The torch starts in Guatemala on September 1 and spends an average of three or four days traversing each country, passing through the hands of hundreds of thousands of Central American school children, politicians and national celebrities before arriving in Costa Rica on September 14. 
Information from: http://www.eht.k12.nj.us/~sazonovj/Cultura/Independencia/Independencia.html
Fill in the timeline with the historical dates (day & year) of the Independence of the different Spanish speaking countries in the Americas. 
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La Independencia de México
el sacerdote – priest

el amigo  - friend

españoles – Spaniards

mexicanos – Mexicans

la tierra – land

la iglesia – church

independencia – independence

la gente – people

triste – sad

suena - rings
la campana – bell
lucha – fights
muere – die

gana – win

juntar – to unite

quiere – wants
para – in order to

Traduce al inglés:

1. El sacerdote, Padre Miguel Hidalgo, es un amigo de la gente mexicana.

2. Los españoles tienen control de la tierra de México.  La gente mexicana quieren control de la tierra e* independencia de España.           * The word “y” before the letter i becomes “e”
3. La gente y el sacerdote están tristes porque no tienen tierra.

4. Padre Hidalgo suena la campana en la iglesia para juntar la gente de México.

5. Padre Hidalgo y los mexicanos gritan “¡Viva México!”

6. Los mexicanos luchan contra (against) los españoles.  

7. Los mexicanos ganan la independencia de España.  Los mexicanos gritan “¡Viva México!  Viva la independencia!”

8. Padre Hidalgo muere en la lucha.  Los mexicanos están tristes.  Padre Hidalgo es el padre de la Independencia de México. 



ON THE OTHER SIDE - Mexican Independence Day Story - Draw a picture for each sentence and COLOR the pictures!
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Vocabulario: 


la antorcha – torch					las fiestas patrias – patriotic holidays


el grito – shout					el recorrido – run, journey


el zócalo – main square





El sacerdote, Padre Miguel Hidalgo, es un amigo de la gente mexicana.








La gente y el sacerdote están tristes porque no tienen tierra.








Padre Hidalgo y los mexicanos gritan “¡Viva México!”








Los mexicanos ganan la independencia de España.  Los mexicanos gritan “¡Viva México!  Viva la independencia!”








Los españoles tienen control de la tierra de México.  La gente mexicana quieren control de la tierra e independencia de España.





Padre Hidalgo suena la campana en la iglesia para juntar la gente de México.








Los mexicanos luchan contra los españoles.








Padre Hidalgo muere en la lucha.  Los mexicanos están tristes.  Padre Hidalgo es el padre de la Independencia de México.








Refer to the reading on the other side: Compare the way that Americans celebrate Independence Day with the celebrations in Mexico and Central America. Write at least 2 differences in the separate circles and in the joining circles include 2 similarities.  




















   





América Central y México








Los Estados Unidos








Similarities








